15t Asian Science and Technology Conference
for Disaster Risk Reduction

Science-Policy Dialogue for Implementation of the Sendai Framework
23-24 August 2016, Bangkok

Context

The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Re-
duction 2015-2030 heralds a shift from
managing disasters to managing risks. It
provides an opportunity to make disaster risk
reduction integral to sustainable development.
For this to happen, sound scientific research
and evidence-based knowledge is needed. This

will enable better policymaking that addresses *

the underlying causes of disaster risk and
associated damage and loss.

The Sendai Framework calls for “Academia,
scientific and research entities and networks to:
focus on the disaster risk factors and scenarios,
including emerging disaster risks, in the
medium and long term; increase research for
regional, national and local application; support
action by local communities and authorities; and
support the interface between policy and
science for decision-making”.

The standard approach of a ‘linear’ model of
communication — in which scientific facts and
knowledge are transmitted/ shared directly to
policymakers to ‘solve
inadequate. The 1st Asian Science and
Technology Conference for Disaster Risk
Reduction provides an opportunity to generate

a more dynamic and enduring interchangel

between science and policy. The conference
will help determine what kind of science is
required and how such knowledge can
strengthen DRR policymaking.
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Objectives

- Discuss the key issues, challenges, needs
and opportunities in application of science in
policy making and share good practices from
the region.

- Discuss the way forward for promotion of
science-policy interface for evidence based
DRR policy making in Asian countries.

- Agree on a set of key messages towards
‘Application of Science and Technology in
Disaster Risk Reduction’ (which is a main
theme in the AMCDRR 2016)

Expected Outcome

- A Statement of Commitment on how applied
science and technology will strengthen the
implementation of the Sendai Framework

- A set of recommendations to feed into the
Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk
Reduction in November 2016, in New Delhi,

DRR will be a main theme
- The sharing of knowledge and good practice

from across the Asia region on how science
supports evidence-based DRR policymaking.

“Towards a science-based policy and practice for DRR”
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Programme

1st Asian Science and Technology Conference for Disaster Risk Reduction (ASTCDRR)

Tuesday 23 August 2016 Wednesday 24 August 2016

Registration (08:00 - 09:00)

Priority 2: (09:00 - 10:45)
Opening Session: (09:00 - 10:30) Strengthening disaster risk governance to manage disaster
risk

Session 1: (11:00- 12:30)
Context setting: Opportunities and challenges in
science-policy nexus
Lunch (12:30 - 13:30) Lunch (12:30 - 13:30)

Priority 3: (11:00 - 12:30)
Investing in disaster risk reduction for resilience

Priority 4: (13:30 - 15:00)
Session 2: (13:30 - 15:30) Enhancing disaster preparedness
Sharing good practices: Application of methods and tools | for effective response and “Build
for risk sensitive policy and practices (6 key presentations) back better" in recovery,
rehabilitation and reconstruction

Drafting of outcome
document in parallel

Session 4: (15:00 - 17:30)
Way forward: Adoption of the outcome document

Participants
The conference will bring together a diverse range of senior practitioners, researchers and
academics from the world of science and technology. They will be joined by policymakers and
representatives from government, including national Sendai Framework focal points and officials
from ministries, such as those with a science, development and/or disaster focus. Participants
will be drawn from the local, national, regional and international level.

Organizers

The 1st Asian Science and Technology Conference for Disaster Risk Reduction will be organized
by the Hydro and Agro Informatics Institute (HAII), a public organization under Thailand’s Ministry
of Science and Technology, and the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR).
They will be supported by UNISDR’s Asian Science Technology and Academia Advisory Group
(ASTAAG), Integrated Research on Disaster Risk (IRDR), Future Earth, a research initiative on
global environment change and sustainability, and other scientific organizations and networks.
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Further information: Contact Mr. Surachai Srisa-ard (Nong), UNISDR-Asia and Pacific
Email: srisa-ard@un.org
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